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2010 MEMBERSHIP FEES 
NOW DUE! 
Membership fees are due on 1st 
May 2010.  Full details on how 
to renew can be found online. 
Alternatively, you can contact 
Lyndsay Avern, Membership 
Secretary, directly on 07979 
395739 for a renewal form.   

ROUND THE BUOY
May 2010

Newsletter of the Plockton Small Boat Sailing Club (PSBSC)

2010 RACING CALENDAR IS UNVEILED ONLINE....
For the first time, PSBSC is promoting the season’s races through its new website which will be actively 
promoted over the coming months. 

As an increasing number of members 

are now living outwith Plockton these days, 

the new website is a major step forward for 

communication.  In the past, word-of-mouth 

has served members well and whilst it is still 

a vital element to village life, it is no longer 

sufficient alone.  

This sentiment was reflected in the 

Club’s recent survey (see below) where 

members expressed a need for improved 

communications and promotion.  The new 

website serves both purposes and, in 

addition, will offer a useful platform for 

posting news and views.  

The ‘Club Forum’ is designed as an 

online discussion and noticeboard, through 

which messages can be relayed to the entire 

membership with web access.  It’s the ideal 

place to source crew or find answers to your 

burning questions from fellow members.

Similarly, if you are looking to buy or sell 

a boat or boating equipment, why not utilise 

the ‘For Sale’ section of the website?  One of 

the first items posted online has been a 

beautiful Camper Nicholson being sold by 

Skye-based sailing enthusiast Alastair Scott.

Tide tables and weather forecasts are 

both  available on the site, however these will 

still be posted up on noticeboards around the 

village during race season.

Of course, one of the main purposes of 

the website is to highlight the PSBSC’s 

calendar of events, including all races and 

social occasions.  This is the first time our 

events have been posted online and will now 

be actively promoted to other sailing clubs.  

Our hope is that, through improved liaison 

with other clubs in the region, we can boost 

the number of participants in our races.  

Whilst the local boats are an important part 

of our races, there is a recognised need to 

encourage more centreboards to join us.  By 

linking our events to the websites of other 

clubs, notably Lochcarron Sailing Club and 

Kyle Yacht Club, we are making good 

progress in the right direction.

If you have any suggestions for the 

website, we’d love to hear from you.   

Visit our 
website at  

www.plockton-
sailing.com for 

all our latest 
news!
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Spotlight

WIN M&S VOUCHERS!
The member who sends 
us the best sailing  
or PSBSC-related 
image for our Gallery 
Spotlight page in the 
next newsletter will 
be sent £25 worth of 
vouchers from Marks & 
Spencer.  

SEND THEM IN NOW
Email your images to 
us at info@plockton-
sailing.com before 
31st August 2010 and 
we will select the 
best for use in our 
next newsletter.  All 
others will be posted 
onto our Photo 
Gallery online.

CAPTIONS PLEASE
Don’t forget to 
provide a caption for 
all your photos.  
Identify date, 
location, boat names 
and member names 
wherever possible.  
You will also be 
accredited with being 
the photographer.   

Have you got any good sailing 
photos to share with us? Send them to 

us at info@plockton-sailing.com and you 
might win £25 M&S vouchers!
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PSBSC Open Day 
Announced for 
May 2010

If you haven’t seen the notices around the 

village already, then take note!  The PSBSC is 

hosting an Open Day in the village on Saturday 

15th May 2010.  We have an exciting line up of 

activities and events, guaranteed to offer 

something of interest to everyone in the family. 

For sailing enthusiasts, we are delighted 

to welcome JP Watersports from Loch Tay, 

bringing up a selection of the latest racing 

dinghies to try out.  We will also have a small 

number of our own skippers and their local 

boats and centreboards for non-members to 

experience crewing.  Our hope is to get more 

people interested in taking up sailing, 

particularly  youngsters who are keen but 

perhaps unsure whether they want to commit 

to a whole course.

The RNLI is bringing along its Trent class 

lifeboat from Portree for walk-on tours.  Our 

thanks to the Cox and also to our own 

Commodore, Alaisdair Mackenzie (navigator 

and press officer for RNLI Portree) for their 

participation in this event.  By small way of 

thanks, we shall be collecting donations for the 

RNLI throughout the day.  Younger visitors may  

be interested in Storm Force Membership 

which is a fantastic way to introduce them to 

safety at sea in a fun and educational way - 

visit the PSBSC Boatshed for RNLI 

membership details.

Other exhibitors and activities include:

- Caley Marina, showcasing a selection of 

boats and chandlery 

- Am Bata, launching this year’s local boat and 

demonstrating their boat building skills

- Ocean Youth Trust Scotland

- Skye Lochalsh Kayaking Club

- RYA Scotland

- Plockton Horticultural Society

- Barbecue and Licenced Bar!

- Bouncy Castle and other fun activities for the 

kids.

The Open Day runs from 11am to 4pm.  To 

collect a full programme of activities, 

including locations around the village, 

please come along to the Boatshed on the 

morning of the event.  

Details will also be available online at 

www.plockton-sailing.com 

CLUB NIGHTS
Tuesdays at the Boatshed ...
Come along to the Boatshed 
at 5pm every Tuesday 
during race season, 
ideally with your own 
boat, and you will have 
the opportunity for some 
open sailing with fellow 
members.   In time, we’ll 
open it up to non-members 
for ‘taster’ sessions in 
the hope that they join 
the Club.

PSBSC 
Open Day 15th 

May 2010

PSBSC has entered into reciprocal 
arrangements with Lochcarron Sailing 
Club and Kyle Yacht Club for the 2010 
season, in order to encourage more 
centreboard participation in the area.  
Members for these clubs who wish to 
race in Plockton will not be charged 
and, in return, any PSBSC member will 
also be entitled to race for free in 
Kyle and Lochcarron’s non-Regatta 
races. (Note: certain fees apply for 
Regatta races)

Graham Sharp, PSBSC Committee Member, 
said: “This is a great opportunity to 
welcome more centreboards to Plockton 
and boost the number of race entrants.  
This news is obviously more relevant 
to Lochcarron, given that Kyle is 
predominantly a yacht club, however we 
understand that someone from Kyle is 
already contemplating racing their 
centreboard in Plockton this season.

CLOSER LINKS WITH 
KYLE & LOCHCARRON

CAN YOU HELP US?
We are looking for volunteers to help serve  at the 
BBQ and Bar during the Open Day.  Alternatively, are 
you prepared to collect donations for the RNLI around 
Plockton during the day?  If you can help, we’d love to 
hear from you!  Please call Lyndsay on 07979 395739.

http://www.plockton-sailing.com
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Membership Survey Results provide Direction 
and Vision

Are You Interested in Becoming 
an Assistant Instructor? 
Are you a proficient sailor 
and can you volunteer with 
training during the sailing 
season?  
PSBSC is looking for reliable 
and responsible individuals 
who are interested in 
becoming either an RYA 
Assistant Instructor or RYA 
Instructor to join our team.  
Full training and RYA 
qualifications will be 
provided. Email us at 
info@plockton-sailing.com 

MEMBER NEWS

READING THIS BUT NOT YET A MEMBER?
If you would like to become a member of the Plockton Small Boat 
Sailing Club (PSBSC), please contact our Membership Secretary 
on 07979 395739 or email info@plockton-sailing.com for details.  
Alternatively visit our website where you can download an 
application form for submission with payment. 
Memberships will run from 1st May 2010 to the start of the 2011 
racing season.  As a member, you will automatically be added to 
our distribution list for members emails and updates, issued on a 
regular basis, providing advance notice of all upcoming events.

Peter McAlister has taken on 
an adventure by sailing his 
local boat, The Nancy, from 
the Clyde up to Plockton.   
To find out how he is getting 
on during his trip, visit his 
website at http://
mcalistersnancy.blogspot.com/ 
where there is also a link 
for sponsoring him.  All 
funds raised are being 
donated to Sport Relief. Well 
done Peter! 

A survey amongst PSBSC members 
conducted at the end of 2009 
provided good feedback on how 
members perceive the Club’s 
activities and what they believe can 
be improved upon.

Whilst it is  obvious  that the majority 
of members  are very content with 
how the Club is  run, there are certain 
areas that will clearly need to be 
addressed in the forthcoming 
months, these being largely related 
to developing the training 
programme, improving safety 
procedures, club facilities and 

boosting participant numbers 
through better promotion of the 
races.

As a direct result of the Survey, the 
Committee has  already outlined a 
number of key actions  that members 
will benefit from, both in the short- 
and long-term.

Both the survey and the resulting 
action plan are posted onto the Club 
website.  Alternatively, please call 
Lyndsay on 07979 395739 if you 
would like a copy posted onto you. 

View Survey 
Results online at 
www.plockton-

sailing.com

Congratulations to 
Belle McAndrew who has 
passed the RYA 
Powerboat Level 2 
Instructors Course! 
Belle is now qualified 
to train and assess 
PSBSC members in 
powerboat skills.  If 
you are interested, 
let us know!
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RECORDING PSBSC HISTORY
The PSBSC needs your help in 
providing material for a 
‘History of the PSBSC’ archive 
which is being compiled.  If you 
have any information and photos, 
old or recent, that you think 
would be suitable to include 
within this important record, 
please let us know by emailing 
info@plockton-sailing.com or 
calling 07979 395739. 

ACTIVE SCHOOLS COURSE 
DATES ANNOUNCED

The active schools programme, a Highland 

Council initiative, has announced dates for two sailing 

courses this summer.  Full RYA instruction will be given 

by John Leiper, Senior Instructor at PSBSC.  The dates 

are:

- 5th to 9th July 2010

- 19th to 23rd July 2010

If you wish to book a place, please email June 

Sanderson, Active Schools Co-ordinator, at 

june.sanderson@highland.gov.uk for further details. 

 CALLING ALL CENTREBOARD CREWS
Come and spend a dedicated centreboard weekend in June in Plockton, the jewel of the Highlands 
and enjoy some races as well as onshore fun!  We will be running three races as a series for the 
Stromeferry  Challenge Quaich, a centreboard trophy  - one race on Friday evening and two on 
Saturday.  The centreboard race on Saturday afternoon will run alongside our Rowing Race, which 
is for four rowers in a Plockton local boat.
Our Stromeferry Challenge Quaich weekend will run on Friday 18th and Saturday 19th June.  If you 
are interested in joining us, contact our Racing & Sailing Secretary  at info@plockton-sailing.com for 
details.

Boosting Ragamuffin 
Entries for 2010 Regatta
It is fair to say that everyone was disappointed with the 
low turnout of Ragamuffin entries for last year’s 
Regatta.  This year, we hope to boost numbers by liaising 
much more closely with youngsters that are interested in 
sailing and getting involved in the race but are not sure 
how to go about it.

To get started, we are looking for members with boats 
that would be prepared to ‘mentor’ and help a Ragamuffin 
crew.  In return, the Club will match skippers with 
potential crew and provide guidance to the young teams on 
theming and decorating their entries.  Club Nights will 
also be a good opportunity to get some practice in before 
Regatta this year.....

If you would 
like to find out 

about our training 
courses, visit our 

website at 
www.plockton-

sailing.com
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ROUND THE BUOY
We need and appreciate your feedback 

on this magazine.  Suggestions for 

content are also very welcome.  So if you 

want to send us a story or newsbite that 

you would like to share with fellow 

members, please send it to us at 

info@plockton-sailing.com

Contributors to this Issue
• Lyndsay Avern
• Maggie Byrne
• Angie Campbell
• Terry Kitching
• John Leiper
• Alison MacLeod, Am Bata
• Charlie M MacRae
• June Sanderson, Plockton High School
• Alastair Scott
• Graham Sharp

Next Issue
Issue 2 will be distributed in September 

2010.  Please send any material for 

inclusion in the issue to us by 31st August 

2010.

Editor: Lyndsay Avern
Email: info@plockton-sailing.com

Mob: 07979 395739

AM BATA - THE FUTURE
Many readers will already be well  aware of Am Bàta, the 
exciting boatbuilding project based at Plockton High School 
and run by the school’s technology department along with 
Plockton Small Boat Sailing Club.

The project started in August 2007 at the boatshed (which 
had been converted from the wood store at the technology 
department) at the High School. The aim of the project was 
to train a small  number of sixth year pupils to build traditional 
clinker built boats, based on the type used by the Plockton 
Small  Boat Sailing Club. The project was fully funded for 
three years. The trainees started work on the restoration of a 
hundred year old boat (Sgoth Sgitheanach), built on Skye 
and donated to the project, under the supervision of the 
school  technician, James Phimister. Ullapool based 
boatbuilder Mark Stockl was appointed in October and work 
started on the boat which became the Ceathrar Bhalaich and 
was donated to the Sailing Club. 

Now approaching the end of the third year of the project, we 
have trained eleven enthusiastic young people, the third new 
boat is nearing completion and will  be launched at the 
PSBSC Open Day on 15th May, Sgoth Sgitheanach is fully 
restored and back in the water, and the trainees have carried 
out repairs on a number of other privately owned boats, 
demonstrating the ability of the project to earn a proportion of 
the income needed to cover the costs of the training. 

It is time to move Am Bàta into a new phase, and a new 
interim board has been formed to progress the change from 
a fully funded, time limited project to a sustainable social 
enterprise able to earn an increasing proportion of its own 
costs. The board, which has seven full  members plus all the 
current trainees, is chaired by James Kean, head of 
technology, who has managed the project since its inception. 
It will  work to set up a limited company registered as a 
charity, as well  as exploring new ways of earning an income, 
and seeking new funding to support Am Bàta as it continues 
to develop.  

We have been working with the Grimsay Boatshed Trust in 
North Uist to prepare an application to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund Skills for the Future Programme, which, if successful, 

would enable us to offer one year long, full-time training 
placements to four young people who have left school. 
Each year at least one of our trainees has been keen to 
carry on learning boatbuilding, and has not been able to 
find a way of doing this.  

As part of our business plan for this new stage, we would 
like to find out how many boat owners would be interested 
in having their wooden boats repaired by the project, to 
establish how much of a market there is for the services 
Am Bàta offers. So far all the jobs we have done were 
found through word of mouth. The work  is carried out to a 
high standard by the trainees under the close supervision 
of Mark and has varied from scraping and repainting or 
revarnishing boats to replacing planks and ribs. Prices 
charged are very reasonable and reflect the fact that it is 
trainees who do the work. All  our customers so far have 
been very pleased with the results. If you would like to 
commission a new boat we would also be pleased to hear 
from you. 

If you are interested please come and speak to us at the 
PSBSC Open Day, contact James Kean on 01599 
5 3 0 8 0 0 f o r a c h a t o r e - m a i l 
j.kean@plocktonhigh.highland.sch.uk. We are not asking 
you to make any commitment to having work done at the 
moment, just trying to assess the level of interest. The 
ability to prove that there is a market for our services will 
be a great support to funding applications. 

For more information on Am Bàta, please see our website 
www.am-bata.org
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